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We are proud of the successful 
work of Alberta’s 10 Airsheds 
which operate more than 70 air 
monitoring stations and contribute 
to the Air Quality Health Index 
reported in 32 Alberta communi-
ties.

 The Alberta Airsheds Council (AAC) 
is a partnership among all of Alberta’s 
Airsheds to support healthy air quality for 
Albertans and the environment.

 We provide a forum for Airsheds to 
work and learn together, contribute to pro-
vincial policy development, provide leader-
ship in the monitoring of air quality, and 
promote education and engagement on air 
quality issues that impact Albertans.

 In 2016, we hired our first Executive 
Director. Our current priorities include 
developing a new website and expanding 
our communication and education toolkit. 
In partnership with the Government of 
Alberta, we are developing approaches to 
educate Albertans about air monitoring 
and air quality, and about the current issue 
of fine particulate matter.
  
 In March 2017, we welcomed the 
10th Airshed to the AAC. The Peace River 
Area Monitoring Program (PRAMP) Com-
mittee successfully demonstrated that it 
meets the AAC membership criteria that 
includes: multi-stakeholder membership, 
consensus-based decision making, partici-
pation in air quality management for the 
region, on-going air monitoring, analysis 
and reporting of ambient air quality data, 
and a commitment to conduct education 
and outreach activities. 

 
 Airsheds and the AAC are key con-
tributors to initiatives lead by the Clean Air 
Strategic Alliance (CASA) including the 
on-going Non-Point Source project. Our 
technical contributions and communica-
tions support bring valued regional per-
spectives to the CASA work. On-going 
collaboration with CASA is a priority for 
the AAC, and we are developing a Memo-
randum of Understanding to acknowledge 
and leverage the knowledge and resources 
that each organization contributes to 
Alberta’s air quality management.

 Airsheds have established networks 
and are important partners for responding 
to the local and regional air matters which 
affect Alberta communities. We look 
forward to continuing to work with each 
regional Airshed in this important work.

Working Together for Clean Air 



 Alberta’s Airsheds are not-for-profit, consensus-based, regional multi-stake-
holder organizations. They monitor, analyze and report air quality data.

 In addition to these roles, Airsheds facilitate the development of regional and 
community strategies on initiatives to improve air quality, including public education 
and outreach.

Special Highlights

AAC Airshed Members
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WBEA Responds to Wildfires

Wood Buffalo Environmental Association (WBEA) 
demonstrated the high value of the Airsheds work 
during the time of the Horse River wildfire. Despite 
the challenging situation, WBEA staff continued air 
monitoring activities, allowing for continuous air 
quality information to be shared with all stakehold-
ers including communities, industry and emergency 
responders. During this time, there were more than 
280,000 visits to the WBEA website for air quality 
information. 

CRAZ 10th Anniversary Celebration
The Calgary Region Airshed Zone celebrated their 10 
Year Anniversary in 2017. A celebration was held at 
the Telus Spark Science Centre on March 7th.  
Speakers included CRAZ Executive Director Jill Bloor, 
CRAZ Board Chair David Lawlor, Deputy Mayor of 
the Town of Okotoks Ed Sands and Executive Direc-
tor for the South Saskatchewan Region, Operations 
Division of AEP Roger Ramcharita. CRAZ thanks cur-
rent Board Chair David Lawlor and founding CRAZ 
Board Chair Dr. Paul Adams for cutting the cake. 



 For the Alberta Capital Airshed (ACA), 2016 was a year focused on 
building new partnerships.  This included coordinating regional munic-
ipalities for Clean Air Day to provide initiatives such as free transit for 
the day. ACA was proud to have helped initiate and coordinate the 
C.A.R.S. (Clean Air Responsible Schools) Program with Inside Edu-
cation, one of our NGO members. Classroom engagements included 

use of science sensors and air quality presentations to elementary school students.
 
 We continue to work with our members in providing open data for nine monitoring 
stations, as well as launching a new passive monitoring network for nitrogen dioxide and 
sulphur dioxide at nine sites in identified gap areas. Our working committees – Technical 
Working Group, Citizen Science, Issues Management and Outreach are all very active and 
growing. 

Alberta Capital Airshed

 Fort Air Partnership (FAP) continued the implementation of its 
multi-year monitoring plan in 2016. The most significant change was 
the addition of a new continuous monitoring station in the Town of 
Gibbons. Our Bruderheim Station was also relocated within the town 
of Bruderheim in March to make way for new commercial develop-
ment.
 
 FAP continues to put considerable effort into education and outreach activities to 
help people understand the science of air monitoring and the impact of air quality on their 
everyday lives. In 2016 we produced several information products and disseminated them 
broadly to the public. We updated our website to be mobile friendly and easier to navigate. 
The most significant addition to FAP’s education program in 2016 was the development 
of a school tours program which was piloted as part of the Gibbons Station grand opening 
celebrations. 

 FAP also continued its partnership with the Life in the Heartland organization, which 
is a collaborative communications effort to keep the community informed about industrial 
development in Alberta’s Industrial Heartland. We continue to provide information and 
maintain relationships with local, municipal and provincial leadership and are actively 
engaged with many stakeholders on issues regarding air quality. 

Fort Air Partnership 

The following are community-focused highlights from each Airshed for 2016-17:

4



 The Calgary Region Airshed Zone (CRAZ) has had an amazing 
year in the development of our educational programs and resourc-
es. One of the highlights was a collaboration with Inside Education 
and the creation of the Clean Air Responsible Schools (C.A.R.S) Pro-
gram. CRAZ has led two air quality workshops educating the teachers 
that were implementing the C.A.R.S program. A teacher`s lesson plan 

and kit were also created and shared with teachers at the Palliser Foothills Teachers Conven-
tion in 2017. CRAZ staff love to go to participating schools to give free presentations and 
present the kids with Idle Free Traffic Signs. CRAZ was also honoured to team up with an 
industry member in the placement of 53 Idle Free Traffic Signs at their facilities in the CRAZ 
region. Please visit our website at www.craz.ca for air quality information, our monthly blog 
and additional resources.

Calgary Region Airshed Zone

 In 2016, the Palliser Airshed Society realized a commitment to for-
malize direct ties with regional agricultural producers and Alberta 
Health Services with both constituencies now having representa-
tion on our Board of Directors. We continued evolution of our Techni-
cal Advisory Committee with the objective of championing best prac-
tice methods applied to monitoring air quality. Our airpointer portable 

monitoring station has been relocated to the Medicine Hat Airport site following 12 months 
of continuous operation at Brooks. PAS also collaborated with Alberta Environment and 
Parks to initiate a science based assessment of the passive monitoring network to help opti-
mize cost efficiencies while maintaining comprehensive coverage of the airshed.

 The Palliser Airshed Society is proud to acknowledge that the upcoming year, 2017, 
will represent 14 years of continuous monitoring of air quality in southeastern Alberta.

Palliser Airshed Society 

 2016 marked the 16th anniversary of the Lakeland Industry and 
Community Association (LICA) and the 13th year of its air quality 
monitoring program.  Much of our work in 2016 focused on under-
standing air monitoring data from our Portable Air Monitoring 
System (PAMS) which was in use for two unique projects.  In early 
2016, we wrapped up the PAMS’ 3 year monitoring run in Elk Point 
where we measured an overall decline in the ambient concentration of hydrocarbons.  This 
reduction, a ‘good news’ story, is the result of heavy oil operators implementing a number 
of vapour recovery and fugitive emission mitigation measures in the area.
  
 In Spring 2016, we relocated the PAMS to Bonnyville to measure air quality in the 
town and to shed light on a particular local issue residents talk about – the “unpleasant 
smell from Jessie Lake.”  The PAMS measured elevated hydrogen sulphide concentrations, 
often associated with a “rotten” smell. We will work with our watershed stakeholders and 
other regulatory agencies to investigate the possibility of an appropriate management 
response to this air quality issue. 

Lakeland Industry & Community Association
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 The Peace River Area Monitoring Program (PRAMP) Committee 
was very pleased to be accepted as a member of the Alberta Air-
sheds Council in March 2017. Formed in January 2015, the 
multi-stakeholder Committee has evolved from being a subcommittee 
of the Three Creeks Working Group that launched in 2010. The collab-
oration has developed over the past several years, and the PRAMP 
work now spans the Three Creeks, Reno, Seal and Walrus regions. PRAMP has four air moni-
toring stations and 13 passive monitors in its network. Monitoring focuses on odours and air 
emissions generated by heavy oil operations.

 The PRAMP Committee produced its first comprehensive review of annual data for 
2014 and 2015, and current priorities include enhancing communication and outreach in the 
community, and continuing to increase understanding of the data and sources of emissions. 

Peace River Area Monitoring Program 

 2016 was a busy year for the Peace Airshed Zone Association 
(PAZA). We met with many of our stakeholders, new communities and 
residents. We connected to many students in our region through our 
participation at the Walk Through the Forest event and Alberta Enviro-
thon competition. Through Walk Through the Forest we spoke to over 
1000 students about the Air Quality Health Index (AHQI). Our spon-

sorship of the Alberta Envirothon demonstrated our commitment to promoting the impor-
tance of good air quality management and creating an environment that encourages stu-
dents to achieve their best.

 PAZA continues to implement our monitoring plan to identify areas of interest, meth-
ods of improvement and ways to be proactive in our region. The two portable stations in our 
network were relocated to capture data in areas of interest identified in our recent network 
assessment. Partnering with industry, a new analyzer was purchased for our main portable 
station to monitor additional parameters formerly not captured. PAZA is committed to work-
ing with current stakeholders and partners to inform and improve on air quality in our region 
and across Alberta.

Peace Airshed Zone Association 

 In 2016, the Parkland Airshed Management Zone (PAMZ) 
observed its 19th anniversary and the 17th year of operation for its 
Air Quality Monitoring (AQM) Program.

 With support from Alberta Environment and Parks, PAMZ 
established two specialized modeling and monitoring programs to 
better characterize the composition and sources of elevated fine particulate matter recently 
observed in the Red Deer area.

 The first recipients of PAMZ’s new Blue Sky Awards Program were announced at 
a ceremony held in Red Deer on Clean Air Day (June 8). This program recognizes the con-
tributions of individuals, businesses and organizations in helping maintain or improving the 
region’s air quality.

Parkland Airshed Management Zone 
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 Going into 2016, West Central Airshed Society (WCAS) had just 
marked 20 years as Alberta’s first Airshed, and while its monitoring 
has grown over the years to boast an impressive network measuring 
and evaluating the ambient air we all breathe in the region, Airsheds 
have evolved and WCAS has started to develop community outreach 
strategies. The Board of Directors successfully completed updates of 

the  bylaws and governance policies. WCAS was invited to expand its borders through a spe-
cial monitoring partnership in Fox Creek alongside Alberta Environment and Parks to moni-
tor a range of air pollutants.  The University of Alberta School of Public Health was commis-
sioned by WCAS to complete a study of Fine Particulate Matter Sources in the Hinton area 
for WCAS. A temporary station in Hinton supported by Alberta Environment and Parks was 
established to determine how data varies in relation to existing station. WCAS also wel-
comed a new Executive Director in March 2017.

West Central Airshed Society 

 Our greatest challenge in 2016 was the Horse River wildfire. 
Wood Buffalo Environmental Association (WBEA) staff endured chal-
lenging conditions during the wildfire and still provided exception-
al service to support citizen awareness, firefighting efforts and the 
regional recovery effort. WBEA was proud to be nominated by the 
Calgary Regional Airshed Zone for a Heroes of the Wildfire award for 
going above and beyond to help Albertans.

 Other highlights for the year include: Commissioning and start-up of two new commu-
nity Air Monitoring Stations (AMS) in the Wood Buffalo Region: Conklin Community AMS 
(April 2016) and Janvier Community AMS (February 2017). WBEA’s now operates 25 continu-
ous monitoring stations and reports the Air Quality Health Index for eight community loca-
tions. Also in May 2016 a Letter of Intent was signed between WBEA and the UNESCO Inter-
national Co-operative Program on Assessment and Monitoring of Air Pollution Effects on 
Forests. WBEA also published a five-year strategic plan (2017-2021) including four overarch-
ing goals aligned with stakeholder and member expectations. 

 As always, WBEA continues to work closely with our Governance Committee, 
multi-stakeholder membership, technical committees and staff to monitor the environment 
and enable informed environmental decision making in the Wood Buffalo Region. 

Wood Buffalo Environmental Association 
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At AAC, we’d love to hear from you. 
Visit our new website for informa-
tion and links to Alberta’s Airsheds.

www.albertaairshedscouncil.ca. 

Karla Reesor
Exectutive Director AAC
403-807-2995
karla@albertaairshedscouncil.ca
P.O. Box 3051, Fort Saskatchewan, AB T8L 2T1

AAC Members

Gary Redmond
Co-Chair
ACA

Michael Bisaga
LICA

Elizabeth Bell
Secretary/Treasurer
PAZA

Nadine Blaney
Co-Chair
FAP

Jill Bloor
CRAZ

Sanjay Prasad
WBEA

Karla Reesor
PRAMP

Kevin Warren
PAMZ

Ken Perl
PAS

Gary Redmond
WCAS
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 The Clean Air Strategic Alliance works with the Airsheds and with 
the Alberta Airsheds Council in developing consensus based 
multi-stakeholder recommendations on air quality policy issues. 
CASA relies on the Airsheds for their technical expertise as well as 
“ground level” knowledge of the impacts of human activity on the 
landscape.

  
 During 2016, staff from the Airsheds were of great assistance with CASA’s Non-Point 
Source Technical Task group. That group undertook a detailed review of the emissions that 
were leading to exceedances or near exceedances of the Canadian Ambient Air Quality 
Standards for fine particulate matter and ozone. This enabled the ongoing work of that Proj-
ect Team in developing meaningful and effective recommendations. 

 CASA has provided Airsheds with training in interest and consensus-based processes, 
and has made CASA’s Odour Management Guide available to the Airsheds. CASA looks 
forward to a busy and productive 2017 as we work together with the AAC and our other part-
ners in ensuring Albertans have clean air.

Clean Air Strategic Alliance 




